
Lesson Plan for Parents for any of the ‘I spy’ game sets

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the different game sheets. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things are 
small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when they 
have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see who can 
finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game variations: set 
a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the items they found and give 
you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to,’ or ‘near.’

Speech and Language skills to target while doing this activity

Speech Sounds Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Have your child find 
items that have their 
speech sound in it.

2. Then, have your child 
create a sentence with 
the word or say it ten 
times each.

3. Have them create a 
silly story with all the 
items that they found 
using their best 
speech. 

1. Have your child find 
two items in each 
category. Compare 
the two items by 
describing ways they 
are similar and 
different.

2. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., 
category, function, 
size, color, location).

3. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your 
child should look for 
such as ‘it is cold and 
a dessert.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding an adjective 
(i.e., crunchy, large, 
purple, heavy).

3. Add prepositional 
phrases ‘in the garage’ 
or ‘on the shelf.’

4. Practice ‘has’ and 
‘have’ as well as 
pronouns such as, “She 
has the car.”

5. Have your child 
practice singular and 
plural such as ‘one 
car, two cars.’

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity such as, “Where 
could we find an 
instrument?” or, “I see 
an insect.”

2. Teach your child how to 
use their body to show 
they are in the group. 
They have to stay near 
you or their siblings while 
working on the activity.

Speech Fluency WH- Questions Phonological Awareness Oral Narration

1. Have your child practice 
their fluency strategy 
with each item that they 
find.

2. They can use the item in 
a sentence with their 
speech strategy.

3. You can create a 
sentence with slow or 
fast speech. The child 
can judge if you used 
slow speech. You can do 
the same for bumpy vs. 
smooth speech.

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they find. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

1. Have your child try to 
think of words that 
would rhyme with the 
item, such as, "Spoon 
rhymes with the word 
toon.“

2. You can have your child 
identify the sound in the 
beginning or end of each 
thing they find, such as, 
“h is the beginning sound 
for the word hand.”

1. Have your child pick one 
item and create a story. 
Discuss what elements 
you heard your child 
share. Give support 
about what details they 
were missing. You can 
write out their story for 
them. Then, they can 
draw a picture of the 
story and write out the 
sentences.

2. Orally create a story 
with some of the items. 
Then, ask your child 
comprehension questions 
about the story. © The Dabbling Speechie 2017-2020



Articulation and Phonology Lesson Plans

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the game sheet. Encourage your child to look for items that have their sound. Help model the correct
sound production and have them judge if they hear the sound in the word. If the item has their sound, your child can check it
off their ‘I Spy’ list. You can also do a points game: for every item found, your child gets a point. If they find an item with their 
sound, they get a bonus point. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things are small, your child can put
them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when they have spotted everything
on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see who can finish the list first. They 
can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game variations: set a timer and have your 
child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide they items they found and give you directions for 
where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to’ or ‘near.’

During this activity you want to remember to have fun with practicing speech. If 
your child is reluctant to practice, then model the correct sound. Give verbal and 
visual praise (i.e. high five or “I heard your sound!”) when they try to practice. Your 
child may not be ready to correctly say their sound in sentences or conversation. 
Focus on the phonological awareness or word activities. Instead of pointing out which 
words your child mispronounced, have your child share which words they did well 
with using correctly. 

Speech and Language skills to target while doing this activity

Phonological Awareness Word Level Sentence Level Conversation Level

1. Have your child try 
to think of words 
that would rhyme 
with the item, such 
as “Spoon rhymes 
with the word toon.”

2. You can have your 
child identify the 
sound in the 
beginning or end of 
each thing they 
found, such as “h is 
the beginning sound 
for the word hand.”

3. Have your child say 
the word without a 
sound such as “Say 
plant. Now say it 
again without pl 
(ant).”

1. Every time your 
child finds a word 
with their sound, 
have them say it 5 
times.

2. If they are 
struggling to say 
the word, have 
them judge if they 
hear the correct or 
incorrect 
production from 
you.

3. Have a word list of 
3-10 words your 
child can say 
correctly. Have 
them practice the 
word 10x after 
finding an item.

1. As your child finds 
items, have them use it 
in a sentence with short 
sentences such as “I see 
_______.” or “I spy 
______.”

2. Make silly sentences 
using the words that 
they found.

3. Create a goofy story 
with your child using only 
one sentence at a time. 
You both switch off 
creating a sentence to 
add to the story. 

1. Have your child pick a 
few of the items they 
found and create a 
story. Encourage them 
to focus on their sound 
with those items they 
chose. 

2. Then, they can draw a 
picture of the story and 
write out the sentences. 
Have your child practice 
their speech productions 
while they read the 
story out loud.

3. Have your child call a 
family member or friend 
to discuss what 
happened during the ‘I 
Spy’ game using their 
best speech.
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Meet your 
child where 
they are at 
with speech.



How was my speech during the activity?

0-2 errors 3-5 errors 6-10 errors Over 10 errors

Self-Reflection
What words did I say that used my 

sound correctly?
What words did I say that used my 
sound incorrectly?

What strategies help me remember my speech sounds?

When can I practice my speech 
during school and at home?
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Language Lesson Plan for Parents using Category ‘I spy’ game 

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the category game sheet. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things are 
small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when they 
have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see who can 
finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game variations: set 
a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the items they found and give 
you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to’ or ‘near.’

communication tips while playing the ‘I spy’ game

The best thing you can do while playing is model the language your child could be 
using during the game. Avoid using phrases that force your child to talk, such as “say 
this.” Instead, use language that invites your child to comment, such as “Wow. I found 
something on the list.” Shorten your sentences and put emphasis on key words, like, 
“look ball.” You can use gestures to help your child understand the vocabulary, such as 
holding your hands in a circle to demonstrate round.

language skills to practice after the game

Receptive Language Expressive Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they found. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

2. Use the visual sentence 
frames to work on answering 
yes/no questions. Hold the 
item up and say, “Is this a 
_____?” Give wait time and 
have your child answer 
yes/no. If your child is 
struggling with the concept, 
point to the correct sentence 
frame. You can start with 
making the skill easier by 
using nouns that are very 
different. For example, hold 
up a pencil and say, “Is this a 
dinosaur?” to teach the 
yes/no concept.

1. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., category, 
function, size, color, 
location).

2. Have your child try to 
name 3 more items in 
the category group. Or, 
have them do a second 
round of the game and 
see if they can find 
another item in that 
category group.

3. Compare/contrast the 
two items in a category 
by similarities and 
differences. 

4. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your child 
should look for such as 
‘it is cold and a dessert.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding an adjective 
(i.e., crunchy, large, 
purple, heavy).

3. Add prepositional 
phrases such as ‘in the 
garage’ or ‘on the 
shelf.’

4. Practice ‘has’ and 
‘have’ as well as 
pronouns such as, “She 
has the car.”

5. Have your child 
practice singular and 
plural such as “one 
car, two cars.”

6. Work on pronouns by 
giving the items to 
people in the house 
with “Give the _____ to 
her.” You can talk 
about what items 
people have, such as 
“She is holding a 
toothbrush.”

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity, such as “Where 
could we find a food 
item?” or “I see an 
appliance.”

2. Teach your child how to 
use their body to show 
they are in the group. 
They have to stay near 
you or their siblings while 
working on the activity.

3. After the game is 
finished, have your child 
initiate with another 
family to show them 
what they found or to 
ask questions with 
siblings, such as “I found 
______. What did you 
find?”
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I spy a stuffed animal.

I spy a piece of clothing.

I spy a food.

I spy a vehicle.

I spy sports equipment.

I spy a toy.

I spy a drink.

I spy a body part.

I spy a tool.

I spy a school supply.

‘I Spy’ Categories Around the House Game

I spy something hot.

I spy something cold.

I spy a cleaning supply.

I spy furniture.

I spy a plant.

I spy a vegetable.

I spy a fruit.

I spy an appliance.

I spy a kitchen utensil.

I spy a breakfast food.

‘I Spy’ Categories Around the House Game
© The Dabbling Speechie 2017-2020

Set A

Set B



a/an
category group

I found

a/an

Category Groups

clothes stuffed animals body parts school supplies tools

vehicles food toys sports equipment drinks
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You can find

in the

bedroom kitchen garage office

Set A



a/an
category group

I found

a/an

Category Groups

hot item vegetables cleaning supplies appliance furniture

plants cold items fruit kitchen utensil breakfast food
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A/an

color size function shape

Set B



Language Lesson Plan for Parents using noun-function ‘I spy’ game 

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the noun-function game sheet. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things are 
small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when they 
have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see who can 
finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game variations: set 
a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the items they found and give 
you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to’ or ‘near.’

communication tips while playing the ‘I spy’ game

The best thing you can do while playing is model the language your child could be 
using during the game. Avoid using phrases that force your child to talk, such as “say 
this.” Instead, use language that invites your child to comment, such as “Wow. I found 
something on the list.” Shorten your sentences and put emphasis on key words like, 
“look ball.” You can use gestures to help your child understand the vocabulary, such as 
holding your hands in a circle to demonstrate round.

language skills to practice after the game

Receptive Language Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they found. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

2. Use the visual sentence 
frames to work on answering 
“What” questions about the 
noun’s function or use. You 
can also work on answering 
yes/no questions using the 
other visual sentence frame 
poster. 

1. Compare and contrast 
items with similar 
functions. For example, 
you use a knife and 
scissors to cut things, 
but they are different 
because a knife is used 
to cut food while 
scissors are used to cut 
paper. Help your child 
come up with similarities 
and differences using 
the graphic organizer 
and visual sentence 
frames provided.

2. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., category, 
function, size, color, 
location).

3. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your child 
should look for, such as, 
‘it is cold and a dessert.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding in an 
adjective (i.e., crunchy, 
large, purple, heavy).

3. Add prepositional 
phrases such as ‘in the 
garage’ or ‘on the 
shelf.’

4. Practice ‘has’ and 
‘have’ as well as 
pronouns such as “She 
has the car.”

5. Have your child 
practice singular and 
plural such as “one 
car, two cars.”

6. Work on pronouns by 
giving the items to 
people in the house 
with “Give the _____ to 
her.” You can talk 
about what items 
people have, such as 
“She is holding a 
toothbrush.”

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity, such as “Where 
could we find something 
that cuts?” or “I need a 
backpack to hold items.”

2. Teach your child how to 
use their body to show 
they are in the group. 
They have to stay near 
you or their siblings while 
working on the activity.

3. After the game is 
finished, have your child 
initiate with another 
family member to show 
them what they found 
or to ask questions with 
siblings, such as “I found 
______. What did you 
find?”
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I spy something you use 
to cut.

I spy something you wear.

I spy something you use 
to write.

I spy something you drive.

I spy something you use 
to play.

‘I Spy’ Noun-Functions Around the House Game
I spy something that holds 

items.

I spy something you use 
to sit.

I spy something you eat.

I spy something you use 
to brush.

I spy something you use 
to spray water.

© The Dabbling Speechie 2017-2020

I spy something you drink.

I spy something you use 
to wipe.

I spy something that 
cleans.

I spy something that 
keeps you warm.

I spy something you use 
to scoop food.

‘I Spy’ Noun-Functions Around the House Game
I spy something you can 

read.

I spy something you can 
ride.

I spy something you can 
put food on. 

I spy something you use 
to talk to people.

I spy something that holds 
items.

Set A

Set B



You can use to

What can you do with a/an

Ways to use the items

cut spray water hold items eat play 

brush drive write wear sit on
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A/an

heavy light big small

Set A



Ways to Use the Items

holds items ride clean put food scoop food

wipes warm call read drink

You can use to

What can you do with a/an
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A/an

heavy light soft hard

Set B



Language Lesson Plan for Parents using colors and shapes ‘I spy’ game 

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the colors or shapes game sheet. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things
are small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when 
they have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see 
who can finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game 
variations: set a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the items they 
found and give you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to’ or 
‘near.’

communication tips while playing the ‘I spy’ game

The best thing you can do while playing is model the language your child could be 
using during the game. Avoid using phrases that force your child to talk, such as “say 
this.” Instead, use language that invites your child to comment, such as “Wow. I found 
something on the list.” Shorten your sentences and put emphasis on key words like, 
“look ball.” You can use gestures to help your child understand the vocabulary, such as 
holding your hands in a circle to demonstrate round.

language skills to practice after the game

Receptive Language Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they found. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

2. Use the visual sentence 
frame to ask “What” 
questions. Your child can 
answer in a sentence about 
the color or shape of the 
item and describe it with an 
adjective. 

3. Sort the items into 
different color groups.

4. Read a book and have your 
child point to different 
shapes or colored items.

1. Compare and contrast 
items with similar 
functions. For example, 
you use a knife and 
scissors to cut things, 
but they are different 
because a knife is used 
to cut food while 
scissors are used to cut 
paper. Help your child 
come up with similarities 
and differences using 
the graphic organizer 
and visual sentence 
frames provided.

2. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., category, 
function, size, color, 
location).

3. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your child 
should look for such as 
‘it is cold and a dessert.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding an adjective 
(i.e., crunchy, large, 
purple, heavy) with 
the sentence frames 
provided.

3. Add prepositional 
phrases such as  ‘in 
the garage’ or ‘on the 
shelf.’

4. Practice present and 
past tense with the 
items your child found, 
such as “Today, I eat 
with a spoon, 
yesterday I ate with a 
spoon.”

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity, such as “Where 
could we find something 
red?” or “I see an item 
shaped like a circle.”

2. Teach your child how to 
use their body to show 
they are in the group. 
They have to stay near 
you or their siblings while 
working on the activity.

3. After the game is 
finished, have your child 
initiate with another 
family member to show 
them what they found 
or to ask questions with 
siblings, such as “I found 
______. What did you 
find?”

4. Have them share their 
opinion about the game. 
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I spy something black.

I spy something blue.

I spy something red.

I spy something yellow.

I spy something purple.

‘I Spy’ Colors Around the House Game

I spy something white.

I spy something orange.

I spy something pink..

I spy something green.

I spy something gray.
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I spy something shaped 
like a circle.

I spy something shaped 
like a triangle.

I spy something shaped 
like a square.

I spy something shaped 
like an oval.

I spy something shaped 
like a rectangle.

‘I Spy’ Shapes Around the House Game
I spy something shaped 

like a diamond.

I spy something shaped 
like a hexagon.

I spy something shaped 
like a heart.

I spy something shaped 
like a pentagon.

I spy something shaped 
like a semi-circle.

Set A

Set B



I found

a/an

What did you find?

Words to Describe the Item

large small long short bumpy

heavy light soft hard smooth
© The Dabbling Speechie 2017-2020

The
color describing word

white yellow gray purple green

red blue orange black pink

Set A



I found

a/an

What did you find?

Words to Describe the Item

large small long short bumpy

heavy light soft hard smooth
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The
item looks like

a/an
shape

circle triangle diamond hexagon heart

square oval rectangle semi-circle pentagon

Set B

The
item



Language Lesson Plan for Parents using outdoors and rooms ‘I spy’ game 

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the outdoors and rooms of the house game sheet. Once your child finds an item, they can check it 
off. If the things are small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I 
Spy’ game when they have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into
teams to see who can finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the 
yard. Game variations: set a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the 
items they found and give you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next 
to’ or ‘near.’

communication tips while playing the ‘I spy’ game

The best thing you can do while playing is model the language your child could be 
using during the game. Avoid using phrases that force your child to talk, such as “say 
this.” Instead, use language that invites your child to comment, such as “Wow. I found 
something on the list.” Shorten your sentences and put emphasis on key words like, 
“look ball.” You can use gestures to help your child understand the vocabulary, such as 
holding your hands in a circle to demonstrate round.

language skills to practice after the game

Receptive Language Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they found. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

2. Use the visual sentence 
frames to work on answering 
yes/no questions. Hold the 
item up and say, “Is this a 
_____?” Give wait time and 
have your child answer 
yes/no. If your child is 
struggling with the concept, 
point to the correct sentence 
frame. You can start with 
making the skill easier by 
using nouns that are very 
different. For example, hold 
up a pencil and say, “Is this a 
dinosaur?” to teach the 
yes/no concept.

1. Compare and contrast 
items with similar 
functions. For example, 
you use a knife and 
scissors to cut things, 
but they are different 
because a knife is used 
to cut food while 
scissors are used to cut 
paper. Help your child 
come up with similarities 
and differences using 
the graphic organizer 
and visual sentence 
frames provided.

2. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., category, 
function, size, color, 
location).

3. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your child 
should look for, such as, 
‘it has wheels and is in 
the garage.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding in an 
adjective (i.e., crunchy, 
large, purple, heavy).

3. Add prepositional 
phrases such as  ‘in 
the garage’ or ‘on the 
shelf.’

4. Practice ‘has’ and 
‘have’ as well as 
pronouns, such as “She 
has the car.”

5. Have your child 
practice singular and 
plural, such as “one 
car, two cars.”

6. Work on pronouns by 
giving the items to 
people in the house 
with “Give the _____ to 
her.” You can talk 
about what items 
people have, such as 
“She is holding a 
toothbrush.”

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity, such as “What 
do we keep in the 
garage?” or “I see an 
insect.”

2. Work on sharing your 
opinion. Discuss how to 
share a negative opinion 
in a respectful way.

3. After the game is 
finished, have your child 
initiate with another 
family member to show 
them what they found 
or to ask questions with 
siblings, such as “I found 
______. What did you 
find?”

4. Invite a family member 
to join the next time you 
play.
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I spy something in the 
kitchen.

I spy something in the 
bathroom.

I spy something in the 
yard.

I spy something in the 
garage.

I spy something in the 
bedroom.

‘I Spy’ Rooms in the House Game
I spy something in the 

living room.

I spy something in the 
closet.

I spy something in the 
laundry room.

I spy something in the 
office.

I spy something in the 
refrigerator.

I spy something in the sky.

I spy something tiny.

I spy something brown.

I spy something that 
grows.

I spy something green.

‘I Spy’ Outside Game

I spy a rock.

I spy something large.

I spy something yellow.

I spy an animal.

I spy something long.

Set B

Set A



found place

I found

a/an

Places in the House

kitchen bathroom yard garage bedroom

living room closet laundry room office refrigerator
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A/an

color size function shape

Set B



Language Lesson Plan for Parents using adjectives ‘I spy’ game 

Directions for activity: Print the ‘I Spy’ checklist sheet and give it to your child. Have them go around the house looking for 
different items that are on the adjectives game sheet. Once your child finds an item, they can check it off. If the things are 
small, your child can put them in a box or container as they find the item. Your child is finished with the ‘I Spy’ game when they 
have spotted everything on the list. For families with multiple children at home, you can break them up into teams to see who can 
finish the list first. They can look for these items amongst their toys, in rooms of the house, or in the yard. Game variations: set 
a timer and have your child get as many items as possible during that time. Have your child hide the items they found and give 
you directions for where to look with prepositional vocabulary such as ‘behind,’ ‘in front,’ ‘under,’ ‘next to’ or ‘near.’

communication tips while playing the ‘I spy’ game

The best thing you can do while playing is model the language your child could be 
using during the game. Avoid using phrases that force your child to talk, such as “say 
this.” Instead, use language that invites your child to comment, such as “Wow. I found 
something on the list.” Shorten your sentences and put emphasis on key words like, 
“look ball.” You can use gestures to help your child understand the vocabulary, such as 
holding your hands in a circle to demonstrate round.

language skills to practice after the game

Receptive Language Vocabulary Grammar Social Skills

1. Ask your child wh-
questions about the 
items they found. Here 
are some examples:

-Where can you find it?
-What is the item’s function?
-Why do we need this item?
-Who uses this item?
-When would we need this 
item?

2. Use the visual sentence 
frames to work on answering 
yes/no questions. Hold the 
item up and say, “Is this a 
_____?” Give wait time and 
have your child answer 
yes/no. If your child is 
struggling with the concept, 
point to the correct sentence 
frame. You can start with 
making the skill easier by 
using nouns that are very 
different. For example, hold 
up a pencil and say, “Is this a 
dinosaur?” to teach the 
yes/no concept.

1. Compare and contrast 
items with similar 
functions. For example, 
you use a knife and 
scissors to cut things, 
but they are different 
because a knife is used 
to cut food while 
scissors are used to cut 
paper. Help your child 
come up with similarities 
and differences using 
the graphic organizer 
and visual sentence 
frames provided.

2. Describe the item by 
attributes (i.e., category, 
function, size, color, 
location).

3. Give inferencing clues 
about an item your child 
should look for, such as 
‘it is cold and a dessert.’

1. Use each item in a 
sentence. 

2. Expand the sentence 
by adding in an 
adjective (i.e., crunchy, 
large, purple, heavy).

3. Add prepositional 
phrases such as ‘in the 
garage’ or ‘on the 
shelf.’

4. Practice ‘has’ and 
‘have’ as well as 
pronouns such as “She 
has the car.”

5. Have your child 
practice singular and 
plural such as “one 
car, two cars.”

6. Work on pronouns by 
giving the items to 
people in the house 
with “Give the _____ to 
her.” You can talk 
about what items 
people have, such as 
“She is holding a 
toothbrush.”

1. Have your child work on 
initiating questions and 
comments during the 
activity, such as “Where 
could we find an 
something crunchy?” or 
“I see a soft pillow.”

2. Working on sharing your 
opinion. Discuss how to 
share a negative opinion 
in a respectful way, such 
as “I really love sweet 
food, but I’m not a fan 
of cake.”

3. After the game is 
finished, have your child 
initiate with another 
family member to show 
them what they found 
or to ask questions with 
siblings, such as “I found 
______. What did you 
find?”
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model 
language 
with your 

child
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I spy something small.

I spy something fragile.

I spy something hard.

I spy something delicious.

I spy something loud.

‘I Spy’ Adjectives in the House Game

I spy something fluffy.

I spy something that 
tastes sour.

I spy something sharp.

I spy something pointy.

I spy something sticky.

I spy something long.

I spy something round.

I spy something huge.

I spy something crunchy.

I spy something soft.

‘I Spy’ Adjectives in the House Game

I spy something heavy.

I spy something that 
tastes sweet.

I spy something colorful.

I spy something bumpy.

I spy something smooth.

Set A

Set B



I found

a/an

What did you find?

Words to Describe the Item

long round huge crunchy soft

heavy sweet colorful bumpy smooth
© The Dabbling Speechie 2017-2020

The
color describing word

white yellow gray purple green

red blue orange black pink

Set A



I found

a/an

What did you find?

Words to Describe the Item

small fragile hard delicious loud

fluffy sour sharp pointy sticky
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The
color describing word

white yellow gray purple green

red blue orange black pink

Set A



clothes food

What do you use it for?

Color Size Shape

Parts Where you can find it?

How does it feel? What is it made out of?

Category Group

animals tools
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